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DEDICATION

Sandy Anderson (Alexander Charles Anderson) was a member of the Yan Yeidi (Wolf) 
Clan of the Taku River Tłingit First Nation.  He was the second son of Mary and Rich-
ard Anderson, and was born in 1954.   His traditional name was Khatgwexgh.

Sandy grew up in Whitehorse and attended residential school in Lower Post for the 
"rst two years of his formal education.  He graduated from F. H. Collins in 1973.  He 
received his B.A. in Anthropology at the University of Victoria in 1980.  In 1982 he 
received his teaching certi"cation at University of B.C.  Sandy taught in B.C. for several 

years.  He began his teaching career at the two-room DIA school in Fort Babine.  He taught both second-
ary and elementary school in the Smithers School District, and he taught at the band-operated Maaqtusiis 
School in Ahousat on Vancouver Island.  

He returned to the Yukon in 1991, when he was o#ered an instructors position in the Yukon Native 
Teacher Education program.   Sandy promoted his love of Social Studies and Language Arts to upcoming 
teachers.  He was one of the few sta# hired that had First Nations ancestry, and he led the way in provid-
ing First Nations perspective, and ways of knowing and doing in this post-secondary institution. Sandy 
was a caring teacher and provided detailed responses to students work to support them in their teaching 
careers.  He was a very generous man, and, with his connection to the coast, he was able to share her-
ring eggs for special dishes at the College.   Sandy is remembered for his quick wit and his great sense of 
humour, and previous YNTEP graduates were encouraged by his wonderful smile.

Sandy also worked at the Department of Education as a curriculum and resource material developer.  He 
was part of the team that developed the Yukon First Nations resources for Social Studies grade 5 units 
that focus on clans, traditional governance, language and citizenship.  

We would like to dedicate this teacher resource to the late Sandy Anderson.  He had an extensive career 
in education, as a teacher, as an instructor of teachers and as a curriculum materials developer.  He was 
a kind and gentle First Nation’s role model, and he was a teacher you would have wanted for your own 
children.  Gunałchîsh Khatgwexgh!
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 8. COMMUNITIES

 First Nation: Carcross/Tagish First Nation (CTFN)
 Community:  Carcross and Tagish
 School:    Ghuch Tlâ Community School

First Nation Contact Information:

Address: PO Box 130         Phone: (867) 821-4251       
    Carcross, YT        Fax:     (867) 821-4802  
    Y0B 1B0            
Website: www.ctfn.ca

Community Population: ~435
CTFN Population: ~600
First Nations Languages: Tagish, Inland 7áLQJLW 

7KH�&DUFURVV�7DJLVK�SHRSOH�KDYH�ERWK�7áLQJLW�DQG�7DJLVK�DQFHVWU\�9�7KH�QDPH�&DUFURVV�7DJLVK�UHÀHFWV�WKH�WZR�
communities that are now the home bases of the people.9 Tagish was a place where people gathered to trade and 
hold celebrations in the 19th century.9 In Tagish, the place name for this area refers to the sound the river ice makes 
in the spring as it is breaking-up.10  Carcross is where the majority of the people lived during that last century and 
continue to live today.9 In Tagish, the name for this place is 7RGH]DQH�DQG�LQ�7áLQJLW��WKH�QDPH�LV�Natase Hin.10 As 
LQWHUPDUULDJHV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�7DJLVK�SHRSOH�DQG�WKH�7áLQJLW�SHRSOH�EHFDPH�LQFUHDVLQJO\�FRPPRQ��7áLQJLW�JUDGXDOO\�
became the primary language thus replacing Tagish.9

On October 22, 2005, the Carcross/Tagish First Nation signed a Final Agreement with the Government of 
Canada and the Yukon Government.9 The Carcross/Tagish First Nation’s governance system is based on the 
clan system. The six clans are: under the Wolf moiety—'DNODZHLGL and Yan Yedi; and under the Crow moiety—
'HLVKHHWDDQ��*DQD[WHGL��,VKNDKLWWDDQ and Kookhittaan.1 

Locally Developed Curriculum

The Carcross/Tagish First Nation launched its 
Constitution of Carcross Tagish First Nation Curriculum 
in 2008. The learning outcomes for this locally developed 
curriculum include topics such as: “stories, land, clan 
roles and responsibilities, clan origins, clan membership, 
ceremonies [and] rituals and symbols.” The curriculum 
covers kindergarten to grade 9 and focuses on the self, 
community and nation. It is constantly evolving, as it 
“is recognized as a working and living document.” 
Teachers and community members continuously work 
together to develop resources and ensure all the needs 
of the students are being met.11   

Ya Dak Du Hidi Daycare

The <D�'DN�'X�+LGL Daycare also has locally developed 
curriculum that focuses on Carcross/Tagish First 
1DWLRQ¶V�YDOXHV�DQG�YLUWXHV��7KH\�KDYH�D�7áLQJLW�GDQFLQJ�
and drumming group that performs at local celebrations. 
7ZR�(OGHUV�KHOS�WKUHH�WLPHV�D�ZHHN�WR�WHDFK�WKH�7áLQJLW�
language. This daycare program helps to strengthen 
identity, culture and language, which helps to build 
emotional competency at an early age.11

&DUFURVV��<XNRQ
YTG photo

!e First People’s Performances/
'DNKNi�.KZiDQ�'DQFHUV��<7*�SKRWR
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 First Nation: Champagne & Aishihik First Nations (CAFN)
 Community:  Haines Junction
 School:   St. Elias Community School

First Nation Contact Information:

Address: Haines Junction       Whitehorse  
  1 Allen Place, PO Box 5310      Suite 100, 304 Jarvis St
  Haines Junction, YT       Whitehorse, YT
  Y0B 1L0        Y1A 2H2
Phone:  (867) 634-4200       (867) 456-6888
Fax:  (867) 634-2108       (867) 667-6202
Website: www.cafn.ca

Community Population: ~810

CAFN Population: ~1,200

First Nations Language: 
Southern Tutchone

Champagne & Aishihik First Nations were named after historical settlements along the Dezadeash River and 
the headwaters of the Dezadeash and Alsek Rivers.  The traditional territory of the Champagne & Aishihik First 
Nation is vast and covers 41,000 square kilometers, crossing the modern day borders into B.C.13  

,Q�������&KDPSDJQH�	�$LVKLKLN�)LUVW�1DWLRQV�ZHUH�RQH�RI�WKH�¿UVW�IRXU�<XNRQ�)LUVW�1DWLRQV�WR�VLJQ�D�)LQDO�
Agreement with the Government of Canada and the Yukon Government.  However, the land claim negotiations 
remain incomplete for the Champagne & Aishihik First Nations traditional territory on the BC side of the border.13

Traditionally Southern Tutchone people were located throughout a number of communities, including: Chu’ena 
.H\L��+XWFKL���bVKq\L��$LVKLKLN���6KlZVKH�1HVNDWDKLQ��'DOWRQ�3RVW���àX�*Ką��.OXNVKX���6KDGKlOD��&KDPSDJQH���
NakhĮ (Kusawa and Takhini), K’üà Män (Kloo Lake), and Dakw૧K૧DA (Haines Junction).15

.DWKOHHQ�/DNH��<XNRQ
3KRWRJUDSKHU�/DXUHQ�:DOOLQJKDP
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6KDGKlOD��&KDPSDJQH��<XNRQ

Shadhäla, the Southern Tutchone name for 
Champagne, means “Little Sunny Mountain” or 
“Sunshine Mountain Camp.” The area is known 
for being a repeated camping spot among Southern 
Tutchone people and traders. When a trading post was 
established at Champagne, families from the nearby 
VHWWOHPHQWV�RI�6KlZVKH��àX�*Ką��DQG�&KX¶HQD�EHJDQ�
gathering in this area to trade and share stories.15

Today, there are a few permanent residents, and 
many seasonal homes. It remains an important place 
for Champagne & Aishihik First Nations, and many 
Southern Tutchone gatherings are held here.15 

àX�*Ką�&KXD��.OXNVKX�&UHHN
3KRWRJUDSKHU�/DXUHQ�:DOOLQJKDP

Klukshu village is located on Klukshu Creek at the 
southern end of Klukshu Lake. The creek is a tributary 
of the Tatshenshini and Alsek River system. Klukshu 
LV�D�VHDVRQDO�VDOPRQ�¿VKLQJ�YLOODJH��DQG�ZKLOH�WKHUH�
are not many salmon that come through anymore, it is 
still culturally important to Southern Tutchone people 
today. The Southern Tutchone name for Klukshu is 
àX�*Ką��ZKLFK�PHDQV�³¿VKLQJ�SODFH�´15  

“Further back in time, a traditional story records 
how, long ago, a Wolf man named ¬NKMu\LV had 
discovered it, the creek and therefore the salmon 
resource belonged to him. However, ¬NKMu\LV�killed 
his Crow brother-in-law. In compensation for this 
misdeed, ownership of the creek was transferred from 
the Wolf to the Crow people. Ownership in the 'lQ 
way doesn’t mean exclusive rights, but stewardship, 
taking care of the place so the resource would always 
be plentiful. The Crow people allow others to harvest 
salmon at Klukshu.”15  

%e Champagne & Aishihik First Nations Dä Kų 
Cultural Centre, meaning ‘Our House’ opened in 
2012.14 

%e vision of Dä Kų is: “Our Cultural Centre is a 
gathering place that recognizes and celebrates the 
cultural contributions and way of life of Champagne 
and Aishihik First Nations peoples—the places we come 
from, the traditions and languages we carry, and the 
arts we practice and perform. It is an environment 
creating lasting memories, where young people will 
learn the wisdom of our Elders, know our stories and 
legends, and assume responsibility to carry our values.”14

'l�.ǐ�&XOWXUDO�&HQWUH
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 First Nation: First Nation of Na-Cho Nyak Dun (NND)
 Community:  Mayo
 School:   J.V. Clark School

First Nation Contact Information:

Address: PO Box 220       Phone: (867) 996-2265       
    Mayo, YT       Fax:     (867) 996-2267  
    Y0B 1M0            
Website: www.nndfn.com

Community Population: ~500
NND Population: ~500
First Nations Languages: Northern Tutchone 

The Stewart River runs through the traditional 
territory of the Na-Cho Nyak Dun. In Northern 
Tutchone this river is called 1D�&KR�1\DN, which 
means “Big River.” The traditional territory of the 
Na-Cho Nyak Dun spreads across 162,456 square 
kilometers, and crosses into the Northwest Territories. 
The Na-Cho Nyak Dun have cultural connections with 
the Northern Tutchone people of the Selkirk First 
Nations and Little Salmon/Carmacks First Nations. 
Some Na-Cho Nyak Dun people are able to trace their 
ancestry back to the Gwitchin people to the north and 
the Mackenzie people to the east.16  

The First Nation of Na-Cho Nyak Dun was one of 
WKH�¿UVW�IRXU�<XNRQ�)LUVW�1DWLRQV�WR�VLJQ�D�)LQDO�
Agreement with the Government of Canada and 
the Yukon Government in 1993. The First Nation is 
currently implementing and working toward fully 
realizing this Final Agreement.16  

Ethel Lake is known as 7D�.ZDQ�7H�0XQ in Northern 
Tutchone, which means “Fire Lake.” 7D�.ZDQ�7H�0XQ 
continues to be culturally important to the people of 
Na-Cho Nyak Dun. Today, the First Nation has the 
Ethel Lake Outpost, which is a cultural place for Na-
Cho Nyak Dun citizens. Retreats, cultural events, and 
¿VKLQJ�FDPSV�DUH�KHOG�DW�WKH�2XWSRVW�17    

7D�.ZDQ�7H�0XQ��(WKHO�/DNH��<XNRQ
3KRWRJUDSKHU�/DXUHQ�:DOOLQJKDP

$ERULJLQDO�'D\�'DQFHUV��
1D�&KR�1\DN�'XQ�SKRWR
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The 77,000km2 of the Peel Watershed falls within the traditional territories of the First Nation of Na-Cho 
Nyak Dun, Tetl’it Gwich’in (in the Northwest Territories), Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in, and Vuntut Gwitchin First 
Nation.64�7KH�1D�&KR�1\DN�'XQ¶V�WHUULWRULHV�DQG�VDOPRQ�¿VK�FDPSV�WUDGLWLRQDOO\�H[WHQGHG�IURP�WKH�6WHZDUW�
River watershed to the southern part of the Peel watershed.64 Na-Cho Nyak Dun people travelled from these 
regions to the upper Peel watershed in order to hunt and trade.64 

The Peel Watershed is one of the largest intact natural areas left in North America, and it is one of the 
most pristine mountain boreal ecosystems remaining in the world. For years, the people of the four First 
Nations have been calling for protection of the Peel Watershed.65 The independent Peel Watershed Planning 
Commission recommended 80% protection, with 55% of the watershed permanently protected from road 
construction, and 25% of it protected in the interim, but subject to review every 10 years.65 The Yukon 
Government has rejected this proposal, and with numerous mining claims already staked in the area, the 
future of the Peel Watershed is still unknown. 

For more information go to: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=qfRmz3usHsg and http://protectpeel.ca/index.php?page=news 

“Our people’s way of life 
is directly tied to the well-

being of the Peel Watershed. 
The land management system 

arising from our Final 
Agreements with the Crown is 

meant to protect the cultural 
values of our people. It is 
time to respect the spirit of 

these Agreements.” 
~former Na-Cho Nyak Dun 

Chief Simon Mervyn 

:LQG�5LYHU��3HHO�:DWHUVKHG��<XNRQ
3KRWRJUDSKHU�/DXUHQ�:DOOLQJKDP

3HHO�<RXWK�$OOLDQFH��)LUVW�1DWLRQ�RI�1D�&KR�1\DN�'XQ�
1D�&KR�1\DN�'XQ�SKRWR
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 First Nation: Kluane First Nation (KFN)
 Community:  Burwash Landing
 School:    Kluane Lake School (in Destruction Bay)

3LFNKDQGOH�/DNHV�+DELWDW�3URWHFWLRQ�$UHD�
3KRWRJUDSKHU�0LFKHOOH�6LFRWWH

6WXGHQWV�IURP�.OXDQH�/DNH�6FKRRO

First Nation Contact Information:

Address: PO Box 20                      Phone: (867) 821-4251       
    Burwash Landing, YT Fax:     (867) 821-4802  
    Y0B 1V0            
Website: www.kfn.ca

Community Population: ~100
KFN Population: ~250
First Nations Languages: Southern Tutchone

%e Kluane Lake School and the 
Nelnah Bessie John School have created 
a partnership in order to host an annual 
Spring Camp out at Pickhandle Lake. 
%is camp has become an important 
traditional and cultural event for the 
students, and the Kluane Lake First 
Nation and White River First Nation.

Many of the /�¶jQ�0lQ�.X�'lQ, the Kluane Lake People, 
FDQ�WUDFH�WKHLU�DQFHVWU\�EDFN�WR�WKH�7áLQJLW��8SSHU�7DQDQD�DQG�
Northern Tutchone; however, the majority of the people today 
identify themselves as Southern Tutchone.  The traditional 
territory of the /�¶jQ�0lQ�.X�'lQ is the Shakwak Valley, which 
reaches from the Ruby and Nisling mountain ranges in the 
northeast to the St. Elias Mountains in the southwest.19  Small 
settlements have been found throughout this territory, as /�¶jQ�
0lQ�.X�'lQ�moved around on well known trails and rivers.56

The Kluane First Nation signed their Final Agreement with the 
Government of Canada and the Yukon Government on October 
18, 2003.  One of the smallest First Nations in the Yukon, Kluane 
First Nation is now in the beginning stages of implementing 
their agreement.19  

The Pickhandle Lakes Habitat 
Protection Area falls within the 
traditional territories of the Kluane 
First Nation and the White River First 
Nation. It is an important wetland 
complex for waterfowl staging, nesting 
and moulting. Work is currently 
underway to designate this area as 
a Habitat Protection Area under the 
Yukon Wildlife Act.49
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 First Nation: Kwanlin Dun First Nation (KDFN)
 Community:  Whitehorse

In Southern Tutchone the waterway (that in English is known 
as Miles Canyon) through to the Whitehorse Rapids is called 
.ZDQOLQ, meaning “running water through canyon”20 Kwanlin 
Dun means “people of the rapids.”59 The Kwanlin Dun First 
Nation is not made up of people from one region, “but rather, 
Kwanlin Dun has welcomed people from other First Nations 
from as far as Atlin and Tagish to the southeast, Old Crow to 
the north, Little Salmon to the northwest, and the Kluane area to 
the west.”59 Members of the Kwanlin Dun First Nation include 
6RXWKHUQ�7XWFKRQH��1RUWKHUQ�7XWFKRQH��7DJLVK�DQG�7áLQJLW�
people.20 For thousands of years, ancestors of the Kwanlin Dun 
have lived along the Chu Nínkwän (the Yukon River).59 

In April 2005, the Kwanlin Dun First Nation’s Final Agreement 
came into effect, after decades of negotiating with the Government 
of Canada and the Yukon Government.20

First Nation Contact Information:

Address: 35 McIntyre Drive       Phone: (867) 633-7800       
    Whitehorse, YT        Fax:     (867) 668-5057  
    Y1A 5A5            
Website: www.kwanlindun.com

Community Population: ~25,000
KDFN Population: ~950
First Nations Languages: Southern Tutchone 

0LOHV�&DQ\RQ��:KLWHKRUVH��<XNRQ
3KRWRJUDSKHU�6DP�:DOOLQJKDP

The Kwanlin Dün First Nation held 
the Grand Opening of their Cultural 
Centre on June 21st, 2012.20 The Cultural 
Centre has been built on the banks of the 
7DKJjK�&Kǀ��WKH�<XNRQ�5LYHU��7KH�*UDQG�
Opening, which fell on Aboriginal Day, 
was a communitywide celebration. Since 
the opening, the Cultural Centre has been 
¿OOHG�ZLWK�DUWLVWV�ZRUNLQJ��FHOHEUDWLRQV��
and learning.20 In November the Healing 
Totem was raised, which was carved by 
the Northern Cultural Expression Society, 
under the guidance of Master Carver 
Wayne Price.20 

Our Vision: “To revive, preserve, and 
demonstrate our language, practices, 
values, and traditional way of life for the 
EHQH¿W�RI�RXU�SHRSOH�DQG� WR�VKDUH�RXU�
culture with other First Nations and the 
public-at-large from around the world.”20

.ZDQOLQ�'XQ�&XOWXUDO�&HQWUH�
.ZDQOLQ�'XQ�)LUVW�1DWLRQ�SKRWR
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 First Nation: Liard First Nation (LFN)
 Community:  Watson Lake
 School:   Johnson Elementary School
     Watson Lake Secondary School

First Nation Contact Information:

Address: PO Box 328, Campbell Highway       Phone: (867) 536-5200       
    Watson Lake, YT         Fax:     (867) 536-2332  
    Y0A 1C0            

Community Population: ~1,550
LFN Population: ~1000
First Nations Languages: Kaska

%e Kaska Dene have occupied their homeland for tens of thousands of 
years. %e Kaska Traditional Territory extends 240,000 square kilometers 
in the Yukon, Northern British Columbia and Northwest Territories. %e 
Kaska Dene have been divided into "ve First Nation Bands, including 
three in BC: the Dease River First Nation, the Daylu Dena Council and 
the Kwadacha First Nation; and two in the Yukon: the Liard First Nation 
and the Ross River Dena Council.51  

%e largest of the "ve First Nations that represent the Kaska Nation, the 
Liard First Nation is centered in Watson Lake, Yukon and Lower Post, British 
Columbia.58  %e Liard First Nation has not negotiated a Final Agreement 
and remains a Band under the Indian Act.   

%e Dene have two living 
forms to identify different 
“blood” families. The two 
living forms are known as 
clans, and they are:

Mésgâ Dene- Crow Clan
Ts’ī’yōné Dene- Wolf Clan

All Mésgâ Dene are related to 
each other, and all Ts’ī’yōné 
Dene are related to each other. 
%e Dene are a)liated with 
one family only, the clan of 
their mother’s line.51

/LDUG�)LUVW�1DWLRQ�+HDG�6WDUW�3URJUDP��/LDUG�)LUVW�1DWLRQ�SKRWRV
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Dene Kegehdih Kóa

Where people 
are taught

Guts’édane Kegedįhi Kóa
Aboriginal Head Start Program

%e Guts’édane Kegedįhi Kóą Aboriginal Head Start 
Program is a National Early Intervention Program 
sponsored by Liard First Nation and funded by Health 
Canada. It is for preschool children living in rural and 
northern communities.51

Aboriginal Labour Force Alliance Program

%e program assists Liard First Nations in upgrading 
their skills in order to obtain employment. Some 
components of the ALFA Program include:

• Occupational Skills Training;
• Kaska language, values, spiritual beliefs and 

traditions;
• Cross Cultural training; and
• Pre-employment training and life skills.51

Language and Heritage

Liard First Nation’s Language and Heritage sta# provide 
the following services to preserve and revive the Kaska 
language and heritage:

• Language lessons;
• Kaska language mentoring;
• Recording of Elder’s stories;
• Recording and archiving traditional stories;
• One on one learning sessions;
• Interpreting for Elders and Liard First Nations;
• Promoting cultural activities.51

5R\�'LFN�VKRZLQJ�-RKQVRQ�(OHPHQWDU\�6FKRRO�
VWXGHQWV�KRZ�WR�VNLQ�D�EHDYHU��

��0LOH�/DNH��<XNRQ��
/LDUG�)LUVW�1DWLRQ�SKRWR

-RODQGD�:KDOHQ��DQG�&RXUWQH\�&DHVDU�OHDUQLQJ�
KRZ�WR�FXW�GU\�PHDW�IURP�(OGHU�0LGD�'RQQHVVH\��
/LDUG�)LUVW�1DWLRQ�SKRWR

(OGHU�0LGD�'RQQHVVH\ 
DQG�:DWVRQ�/DNH�
6HFRQGDU\�6FKRRO�

student looking for 
ORZ�EXVK�FUDQEHUULHV�

:DWVRQ�/DNH�
6HFRQGDU\�6FKRRO�

photo 
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 First Nation: Little Salmon/Carmacks First Nation (LSCFN)
 Community:  Carmacks
 School:   Tantalus School

7DJƝ�&KR�+XGƗQ�,QWHUSUHWLYH�&HQWUH�6LJQ�
&DUPDFNV��<XNRQ

First Nation Contact Information:

Address: PO Box 135  Phone: (867) 863-5576       
    Carmacks, YT Fax:     (867) 863-5710  
    Y0B 1C0   
Website: www.lscfn.ca         

Community Population: ~400
LSCFN Population: ~630
First Nations Languages: Northern Tutchone

%e theme of the Tagē Cho Hudān 
Interpretive Centre is the past and 
present lifestyle of the Little Salmon/
Carmacks First Nation Northern 
Tutchone people. Going back 
thousands of years, the Interpretive 
Centre displays the rich history of the 
Northern Tutchone people.52 

The Little Salmon/Carmacks First Nation is located in the 
FRPPXQLW\�RI�&DUPDFNV��7KH\�KDYH�FORVH�DI¿OLDWLRQV�ZLWK�WKHLU�
neighbours Selkirk First Nation and the First Nation of Na-Cho 
Nyak Dun.

On July 21, 1997 Little Salmon/Carmacks First Nation signed 
a land claim and self government agreement, and on October 1, 
1997 LSCFN became a self-governing First Nation.60

The Little Salmon/Carmacks First Nation follows an election 
process for their Chief and Council members.  An Elder and a 
youth member are also on the Council and are selected by their 
respective councils.  The Council reports annually to the General 
Assembly, which is a gathering made up of all the citizens of 
Little Salmon Carmacks First Nation.21 

<XNRQ�5LYHU�DW�&DUPDFNV��<XNRQ
3KRWRJUDSKHU�/DXUHQ�:DOOLQJKDP
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 First Nation: Ross River Dena Council (RRDC)
 Community:  Ross River
 School:   Ross River School

'HQD�&KR��5RVV�5LYHU��<XNRQ
3KRWRJUDSKHU�%ULDQ�/DGXH

First Nation Contact Information:

Address: General Delivery    Phone: (867) 536-5200       
    Ross River YT    Fax:     (867) 536-2332   
    Y0B 1S0            

Community Population: ~350
RRDC Population: ~450
First Nations Languages: Kaska, Slavey

The Ross River Dena Council and the 
Liard First Nations are the two Kaska Dena 
communities in the Yukon.  The traditional 
territory of the Kaska Dena reaches more than 
240,000 square kilometers and crosses between 
the Yukon, Northwest Territories and northern 
British Columbia.61 Provincial and territorial 
boundaries have divided the Kaska people into 
¿YH�)LUVW�1DWLRQV��KRZHYHU��WKH�.DVND�FRQWLQXH�
to see themselves as one Nation.61  

Like the Liard First Nation, the Ross River Dena 
Council has not negotiated a Final Agreement 
with the Yukon Government.23

A Kaska artist, Gordon Peter, carved a marble statue 
that was erected on a site overlooking the community of 
Ross River in 2010.  %e statue was named “Dena Cho” 
or “Big Man” a-er Jack Sterriah who had lived in the area 
and who was a very big and strong man.  

/DSLH�5LYHU��
5RVV�5LYHU��<XNRQ
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 First Nation: Selkirk First Nation (SFN)
 Community:  Pelly Crossing
 School:   Eliza Van Bibber School

)RUW�6HONLUN��<XNRQ
6HONLUN�)LUVW�1DWLRQ�SKRWR

First Nation Contact Information:

Address: PO Box 40         Phone: (867) 537-3331       
    Pelly Crossing, YT        Fax:     (867) 537-3902  
    Y0B 1P0   
Website: www.selkirkfn.com         

Community Population: ~300
SFN Population: ~500
First Nations Languages: Northern Tutchone

Located where the Pelly River and the Yukon River 
meet, Fort Selkirk has been an important place for 
Selkirk First Nations people for thousands of years. In 
the summer, Northern Tutchone people gathered at 
the Fort Selkirk area to harvest salmon and trade with 
other First Nations groups. It was also a place where 
neighbouring First Nations gathered for celebrations, 
which involved singing, dancing and stick gambling.

As non-First Nations began to settle at Fort Selkirk 
in the 1800s, Selkirk First Nation people built homes 
for the winter, but they continued to harvest food 
and travel throughout their traditional territory. By 
the 1890s, a mission was established, and during the 
Gold Rush Fort Selkirk’s population peaked at 1,200. 
With the diminishing river tra)c by the 1930s and 
the building of the Alaska Highway in the 1940s, Fort 
Selkirk was abandoned in the early 1950s.

Fort Selkirk is a living cultural heritage site, and it 
continues to be an important place for Selkirk First 
Nation people.

In Northern Tutchone the Selkirk First 
Nation People call themselves 7KL�7V¶DFK¶DQ�
+XG¶DQ, after the Selkirk name for Victoria 
Rock. To other people they are known as 
+XüKD� +XGlQ, which means “flat area 
people.”  This is because the landscape around 
WKH�)RUW�6HONLUN�DUHD�LV�ÀDW�RQ�HLWKHU�VLGH�RI�
the river. The Selkirk First Nation people have 
lived here for thousands of years in areas such 
as Tat’la Mun Lake, Lower McMillan River, 
Grayling Lake, and other small settlements 
beyond Fort Selkirk.24

The Selkirk First Nation was the seventh 
Yukon First Nation to sign a Final Agreement 
with the Government of Canada and the 
Yukon Government. They signed their Final 
Agreement on July 21, 1997.25
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The Graduating Class

The Traditional Ceremony is led by our community 
Elders.  Our late Elder Tommy McGinty, conducted 
the ceremony in this way during the !rst Eliza Van 

Bibber School Graduation held in 1993...

Traditional Graduation Ceremony

The drummer begins to drum.
The graduates come in and go to the center of the 

room.
The community forms a complete circle around the 

graduates.
The drummer continues to drum as the community 

members dance, circling the graduates.
This is an opportunity for the community to dance/

walk into the centre to pass on best wishes and 
congratulations to these young people and for the 

placing of gifts/cards 
at the feet of the graduates.

This is the Northern Tutchone way of showing or 
giving honour.26

Education
%e education of children took place within the setting 
of the family and close relatives. Children learned 
about the world around them and how to make a 
living by helping their parents, and by listening to their 
stories. It was the Elders who were the disciplinarians 
for children. %e Elder’s stories also provided children 
with a system of values, guidelines, and models for 
appropriate behaviour.”

Doolí
“‘Doolí’, or traditional law, covers all aspects of the 
traditional lifestyle and survival of the Northern 
Tutchone people. Traditional values of respecting, 
caring, sharing, and teaching serve as a foundation 
for Selkirk people. 

Showing respect to people and animals are very 
important practices of the Selkirk people. A man’s 
success as a hunter can be very much endangered 
should he fail to be respectful towards the animals he 
is hunting. Traditional laws are still followed today by 
Selkirk people, especially when it comes to harvesting 
their food, respecting animals, and the death of a 
Selkirk member.

3HOO\�5LYHU	�WKH�&RPPXQLW\�RI�3HOO\�&URVVLQJ��<XNRQ
3KRWRJUDSKHU�/DXUHQ�:DOOLQJKDP

Traditions
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 First Nation: Ta’an Kwäch’än Council (TKC)
 Community:  Whitehorse

&KLHI�-LP�%RVV��7D¶DQ�.ZlFK¶lQ�&RXQFLO��
7D¶DQ�.ZlFK¶lQ�&RXQFLO�SKRWR

/DNH�/DEHUJH��<XNRQ
3KRWRJUDSKHU�/DXUHQ�:DOOLQJKDP

First Nation Contact Information:

Address: 117 Industrial Road        Phone: (867) 668-3613       
    Whitehorse, YT        Fax:     (867) 667-4295 
     Y1A 2T8   
Website: www.taan.ca         

Community Population: ~25,000
TKC Population: ~430
First Nations Languages: Southern Tutchone

As thousands of non-Aboriginal people were coming into 
the Yukon at the height of the Klondike Gold Rush, Chief Jim 
Boss recognized the importance of protecting his peoples’ land 
and hunting grounds. He petitioned the Government of Canada 
“seeking compensation for the hardships his people had suffered as 
D�UHVXOW�RI�WKH�LQÀX[�RI�VWUDQJHUV�LQWR�WKHLU�FRXQWU\�´54 His petition 
to William Ogilvie, the Commissioner of the Yukon in 1900, 
and his letter to the superintendent General of the Department 
RI�,QGLDQ�$IIDLUV�LQ�2WWDZD�LQ�������DUH�UHFRJQL]HG�DV�WKH�¿UVW�
attempt at land claim negotiations in the Yukon.   

Chief Jim Boss is known as one of the most outspoken and 
LQÀXHQWLDO�OHDGHUV�RI�<XNRQ�)LUVW�1DWLRQV�29

Lake Laberge, which is right in the heart 
of the Ta’an Kwäch’än Council’s traditional 
territory, is called 7jD¶DQ�0lQ in Southern 
Tutchone.  Members of the Ta’an Kwäch’än 
First Nation can trace their ancestry back to 
WKH�6RXWKHUQ�7XWFKRQH��7DJLVK�DQG�7áLQJLW�
people.  Their traditional territory is made up 
of approximately 12,000 square kilometers.  

January 13, 2002 marked the signing of the 
Ta’an Kwäch’än First Nation Final Agreement.  
January 13, 2002 also marked 100 years to the 
day since Jim Boss wrote a petition letter to 
the Department of Indian Affairs.29   
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&XOWXUH�&DPS
7D¶DQ�.ZlFK¶lQ�SKRWR

)DPLO\�DQG�6WXGHQW�$SSUHFLDWLRQ�'D\
7D¶DQ�.ZlFK¶lQ�SKRWR

&XOWXUH�&DPS��6LQJHLQJ�3RUFXSLQH
7D¶DQ�.ZlFK¶lQ�SKRWR

6SULQJ�&XOWXUH�&DPS��6QRZVKRHLQJ
7D¶DQ�.ZlFK¶lQ�SKRWR

6SULQJ�&XOWXUH�&DPS��,FH�)LVKLQJ
7D¶DQ�.ZlFK¶DQ�SKRWR

Page 57



 First Nation: Teslin Tłingit Council (TTC)
 Community:  Teslin
 School:   Teslin School

7HVOLQ�7OLQJLW�&RXQFLO�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ�%XLOGLQJ��7HVOLQ��<XNRQ
7KH�QDPH�7HVOLQ��ZKLFK�FRPHV�IURP�WKH�7áLQJLW�ZRUG�WiV�
W"HQ, means “long and narrow like sinew.” This refers to the 
ORQJ�DQG�QDUURZ�7HVOLQ�/DNH��7KH�,QODQG�7áLQJLW�FDQ�WUDFH�
their ancestry back to the 7DNX�4ZDQ from the coast.  In the 
early 1700s the 7DNX�4ZDQ began to move away from their 
coastal relatives and eventually settled inland by the end of 
WKH���WK�FHQWXU\��2YHU�WLPH�WKH�,QODQG�7áLQJLW�LQWHUPDUULHG�
and shared their culture with their new neighbours. In Yukon 
WKH�7áLQJLW�ODQJXDJH�LV�PDLQO\�VSRNHQ�LQ�WKH�FRPPXQLWLHV�
of Teslin and Carcross.30  

7KH�7HVOLQ�7áLQJLW�&RXQFLO��ZKLFK�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�¿UVW�IRXU�
First Nations to sign a Final Agreement in the Yukon, signed 
their Final Agreement with the Government of Canada and 
the Yukon Government on May 29, 1993.30  

The Teslin Tłingit Council follows a Clan system of 
government. By incorporating both traditional Tłingit Clan 
culture and contemporary organizational and management 
principles, the Government of the Teslin Tłingit Council 
provides a more holistic and culturally relevant system of 
government.30

“Under the Constitution of the Teslin Tłingit Council:
• Citizenship and organization of each Clan is determined 

by the customs inherited and observed by the Clan and 
acknowledged by the other Clans

• Each Clan has a leader and Elders recognized as such 
by the Clan membership

• %e Teslin Tłingit Clans have emblems which are part 
of their tradition”30

First Nation Contact Information:

Address: PO Box 133         Phone: (867) 390-2532  
    Teslin, YT         Fax:     (867) 390-2204  
    Y0B 1B0   
Website: www.ttc-teslin.com         

Community Population: ~415
TTC Population: ~750
)LUVW�1DWLRQV�/DQJXDJHV��,QODQG�7áLQJLW

7áLQJLW�FDUYHU�.HLWK�:ROIH�6PDUFK�FUHDWHG�WKH�SRVWV�
WKDW�V\PEROL]H�WKH�¿YH�&ODQV²�
.XNKKLWWDQ��5DYHQ�&KLOGUHQ���

,VKNLWDQ��)URJ���
<DQ\HGL��:ROI���

'HVKLWDQ��%HDYHU���
DQG�'DNKODZHGL��(DJOH����

7KHVH�¿YH�SRVWV�DOVR�UHSUHVHQW�HOHPHQWV�RI�ODQG��ZDWHU�
DQG�DLU��³DQG�WKHLU�UDLVLQJ��PRUH�LQGRPLWDEO\��VLJQL¿HV�

WKH�µVWDQGLQJ�XS¶�RI�WKH�SHRSOH�´30 

7HVOLQ�7áLQJLW�+HULWDJH�&HQWUH��7HVOLQ��<XNRQ
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On February 21, 2011, the Teslin Tłingit Council 
signed an agreement that recognizes the Teslin 
Tłingit Council’s jurisdiction to administer, enforce 
and adjudicate its own laws in a manner that 
re&ects Teslin Tłingit culture and values. All Self-
Governing Yukon First Nations have the ability to 
sign an Administration of Justice Agreement, but 
the Teslin Tłingit Council is the "rst Yukon First 
Nation to take this step. %rough this agreement, 
the Teslin Tłingit Council will set up a court 
system, which is expected to be up and running 
within four years. %e Peacemaker Court will look 
at justice in a more holistic way.

7HVOLQ�/DNH�	�WKH�9LOODJH�RI�7HVOLQ��<XNRQ�
7HVOLQ�/DNH�LV�a���PLOHV������NP��ORQJ��a��PLOHV���NP��ZLGH�DQG�UHDFKHV�D�PD[LPXP�GHSWK�RI�a����IHHW�����P�

3KRWRJUDSKHU�/DXUHQ�:DOOLQJKDP
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 First Nation: Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in (TH) 
 Community:  Dawson City 
 School:   Robert Service School

First Nation Contact Information:

Address: PO Box 599         Phone: (867) 993-7100  
    Dawson, YT         Fax:     (867) 993-6553  
    Y0B 1G0   
Website: www.trondek.ca & www.trondekheritage.com

Community Population: ~1,319
TH Population: ~1100
First Nations Languages: Hän

%e Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in, “People of the River” in Hän, are 
based in Dawson City, Yukon. %e citizenship of nearly 
1,100, roughly 350 of whom live in Dawson, includes 
descendants of the Hän-speaking people, who have lived 
along the Yukon River for millennia, and a diverse mix of 
families descended from Gwich’in, Northern Tutchone and 
other language groups.

Yukon First Nations set the land-claims process in motion 
during the 1970s. Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in began negotiating 
their individual land claim in 1991. %e Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
Final Agreement was signed on July 16, 1998, and came 
into e#ect on September 15, 1998.

2SHQLQJ�FHUHPRQLHV�RI�WKH�7U¶RQGHN�+ZsFK¶LQ�ELHQQLDO�0RRVHKLGH�*DWKHULQJ��������
0RRVHKLGH�<XNRQ��7U¶RQGHN�+ZsFK¶LQ�+HULWDJH�'HSDUWPHQW�SKRWR

7U¶RQGHN�+ZsFK¶LQ�6LQJHUV�-RKQ�6HPSOH�DQG�5RQDOG�-RKQVRQ�
3HUIRUP�IRU�WKH�RSHQLQJ�RI�WKH�QHZ�6FKRRO�RI�9LVXDO�$UWV�LQ�
'DZVRQ�&LW\��������
7U¶RQGHN�+ZsFK¶LQ�+HULWDJH�'HSDUWPHQW�SKRWR

The Tr ’ondëk Hwëch’in 
government ensures a strong 
and healthy future for citizens 
while maintaining connections 
to traditional knowledge and the 
land. The First Nation is governed 
by an elected Chief and four 
councilors, who rely on direction 
from the Elders’ Council, a body 
comprising all Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in 
people aged 55 and over. The 
General Assembly—all voting-age 
citizens—gather at least once a year 
to pass extraordinary resolutions, 
approve legislation and provide 
direction to political leaders.
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Government departments established since the effective date of the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in agreements include 
the following:

• Administration—oversees the general operations of the government.
�� )LQDQFH²DGPLQLVWHUV�WKH�¿QDQFLDO�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV�RI�WKH�7U¶RQGsN�+ZsFK¶LQ�
• Health and Social Programs—delivers wellness programming and community support.
• Heritage—cares for Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in heritage resources, both on the land and in government holdings.
• Housing and Capital—manages the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in housing program and guides new home   
 construction.
�� +XPDQ�5HVRXUFHV�DQG�3RVW�6HFRQGDU\�(GXFDWLRQ²GHDOV�ZLWK�JRYHUQPHQW�VWDI¿QJ�DQG�WUDLQLQJ�DV��
 well as. education and training issues.
�� ,PSOHPHQWDWLRQ²DVVLVWV�WKH�)LUVW�1DWLRQ�LQ�H[HUFLVLQJ�WKHLU�DXWKRULW\�XQGHU�WKH�¿QDO�DQG�VHOI�� �
 government agreements.
• Natural Resources—directs land-based work and wildlife monitoring and conservation programs.
• Tr’ïnke Zho Childcare Centre—provides early childhood education, preschool, afterschool, and   
 Aboriginal Head Start programming
• Education—provides youth and family advocacy, ensures culture and language programming, and  
 directs public school programming for Kindergarten to Grade 12 students 

The Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in also have an independent economic-development arm, Chief Isaac Inc., that is a Yukon 
leader in the areas of commercial-property rental and management; residential and commercial construction; 
IUHLJKW�OLQH�WUXFNLQJ��DQG�IRUHVW�¿UH�VXSSUHVVLRQ�VHUYLFHV�

.ORQGLNH�5LYHU�DQG�WKH�<XNRQ�5LYHU�MRLQLQJ�DW�'DZVRQ�&LW\��3KRWRJUDSKHU�0LFKDHO�(GZDUGV

$OOLVRQ�$QGHUVRQ�GHÀHVKHV�FDULERX�ZLWK�D�NQLIH�
7U¶RQGHN�+ZsFK¶LQ�+LGH�7DQQLQJ�&DPS��'DZVRQ�&LW\������
7U¶RQGHN�+ZsFK¶LQ�+HULWDJH�'HSDUWPHQW�3KRWR

7U¶RQGHN�+ZsFK¶LQ�(OGHU�$QJLH�-RVHSK�5HDU�WHDFKHV�\RXWK�WR�FXW�VDOPRQ�
DW�WKH�7U¶RQGHN�+ZsFK¶LQ�)LUVW�)LVK�FDPS�DW�0RRVHKLGH������
7U¶RQGHN�+ZsFK¶LQ�+HULWDJH�'HSDUWPHQW�3KRWR
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*UDGH���0RRVHKLGH�6OLGH�6WRU\WHOOLQJ��������0RRVHKLGH�<XNRQ��
7U¶RQGHN�+ZsFK¶LQ�+HULWDJH�'HSDUWPHQW�SKRWR

7U¶RQGHN�+ZsFK¶LQ�+HULWDJH�'HSDUWPHQW�VWDII�DW�5REHUW�6HUYLFH�
6FKRRO��������'DZVRQ�&LW\��<XNRQ��
7U¶RQGHN�+ZsFK¶LQ�+HULWDJH�'HSDUWPHQW�SKRWR

3HJJ\�.RUPHQG\�GHPRQVWUDWHV�WR�*UDGH���VWXGHQWV�KRZ�WR�FXW�PRRVH�
PHDW�IRU�GU\LQJ��5REHUW�6HUYLFH�6FKRRO��������'DZVRQ�&LW\��<XNRQ��
7U¶RQGHN�+ZsFK¶LQ�+HULWDJH�'HSDUWPHQW�SKRWR

9LFWRU�+HQU\�OHDGV�VWXGHQWV�LQ�D�MLJJLQJ�FOXE�SHUIRUPDQFH�DW�5REHUW�
6HUYLFH�6FKRRO��������'DZVRQ�&LW\�<XNRQ��
7U¶RQGHN�+ZsFK¶LQ�+HULWDJH�'HSDUWPHQW�SKRWR

7U¶RQGHN�+ZsFK¶LQ�)LUVW�+XQW�FDPS�DW�&DFKH�&UHHN��:D\OLQ�1DJDQR��
������&DFKH�&UHHN��<XNRQ��
7U¶RQGHN�+ZsFK¶LQ�+HULWDJH�'HSDUWPHQW�SKRWR
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 First Nation: Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation (VGFN)
 Community:  Old Crow
 School:    Chief Zzeh Gittlit School

First Nation Contact Information:

Address: PO Box 94         Phone: (867) 966-3261  
    Old Crow, YT        Fax:     (867) 966-3800  
    Y0B 1N0   
Website: www.vgfn.ca         

Community Population: ~280
VGFN Population: ~750
First Nations Languages: Gwich’in

The Vuntut Gwitchin, which means “The People of the 
Lakes,” is named after the thousands of lakes found in the Old 
&URZ�)ODWV��D�YLWDO�DUHD�IRU�KXQWLQJ��¿VKLQJ��DQG�WUDSSLQJ�62 

Vuntut Gwitchin is one of the 19 Gwich’in communities that 
live in northern Alaska, Yukon and Northwest Territories.33   

The Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation was one of the original 
four Yukon First Nations to sign a Final Agreement with the 
Government of Canada and the Yukon Government in 1993.34 

In the spring the Vuntut Gwitchin First 
Nation hosts an annual Culture Camp for the 
students of Chief Zzeh Gittlit School in their 
traditional territory. It is based on a three year 
rotation: Year 1- Traditions and Science, Year 
2- Traditions, History and Geography, Year 
3- Traditions, Arts and Trades.  

Local traditional teachers and Elders teach 
traditional knowledge, while Chief Zzeh Gittlit 
School teachers compliment these teachings 
with Western knowledge. 

/DVW�VSULQJ�FRPSOHWHG�WKH�¿UVW�URWDWLRQ��ZLWK�D�
focus on Traditions, Arts and Trades.63  Some 
of the highlights from the 2012 Culture Camp 
include muskrat trapping, rabbit snaring, and 
an Iron Chef competition.63 

For more information see page 26.

The community of Old Crow is named after one of their 
leaders from the 1800s, 'HHWUX¶�.¶DYLKGLN, which when 
translated from Gwich’in means “Crow May I Walk.”  
'HHWUX¶�.¶DYLKGLN was also known as Chief�=]HK�*LWWOLW, 
which means “in the corner.”  The school in Old Crow has 
been named after Chief =]HK�*LWWOLW.  

&KLHI�=]HK�*LWWOLW�VWXGHQWV�DW�6SULQJ�&XOWXUH�&DPS�
9XQWXW�*ZLWFKLQ�)LUVW�1DWLRQ�SKRWR

&XOWXUH�&DPS�6HWXS�
3KRWRJUDSKHU�7UDF\�5LVSLQ
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 First Nation: White River First Nation (wrfn)
 Community:  Beaver Creek
 School:   Nelnah Bessie John School

3LFNKDQGOH�/DNHV�+DELWDW�3URWHFWLRQ�$UHD�
3KRWRJUDSKHU�0LFKHOOH�6LFRWWH

First Nation Contact Information:

Address: General Delivery        Phone: (867) 862-7802  
    Beaver Creek, YT        Fax:     (867) 862-7806   
   Y0B 1A0   
Website: www.wrfn.yk.ca         

Community Population: ~100
WRFN Population: ~220
First Nations Languages: Northern Tutchone, Upper Tanana

The people of the White River First Nation are descendents of 
Upper Tanana and Northern Tutchone people.  Their traditional 
territory covers approximately 13,000 square kilometers on 
the Canadian side of the border, and it overlaps 100% with 
the Kluane First Nation.37 

The White River First Nation has not negotiated a Final 
Agreement under the Umbrella Final Agreement because the 
First Nation is unable to support the Umbrella Final Agreement 
at this point.  In light of this, the White River First Nation is 
working toward advancing interests under the Indian Act.37  

%HDYHU�&UHHN��<7*�SKRWR

%roughout the school year, Nelnah Bessie John School 
and the White River First Nation have encouraged 
regular participation in cultural activities consistent with 
White River First Nation’s traditional knowledge, history, 
language, seasonal practices, and cultural protocols.

Some activities include:
• Harvesting berries with Elders and community 

members;
• Harvesting, preparing, and preserving traditional 

foods, such as moose, "sh, berries, and roots, with 
Elders and community members; 

• Participating in an annual Snag Creek Culture 
Camp and Muskrat Camp, where students have 
the opportunity to participate in seasonal hunting, 
trapping and fur preparation, and "shing.
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