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We support Yukon communities to engage their citizens in active, healthy lifestyles
through recreation and parks and carry out this mission through four strategic goals.

Reflections
from the 

Executive Director

Looking back, I realize how action-packed the past 12 months have been. For a small, non-profit organization, we had 
several staff changes, delivered a number of special projects, and got several governance initiatives underway. Last 
summer, we congratulated Kelsey Gammel on the birth of her LO (little one) and welcomed Peter Jacob who has stepped up 
to bat as the Active Living Coordinate during Kelsey’s maternity leave. After coordinating “the best ever” recreation 
gathering last fall in Dawson City, we were sad to have to say farewell to Roger Bower who moved to Nova Scotia this 
spring. Fortunately, we have several contractors who continue to support our programming: Fran, our Winter Active For 
Life (WAFL) Coordinator, Alycia, who delivers our Active Play Experiences (APE) program, Dan and his crew who deliver Cycle 
Smart, and Caroline who helps with planning and evaluation and delivers the Recreation North Training Program. Perhaps 
the biggest highlight this past year was that, over 12 months, our staff and contractors connected with every Yukon 
community, visiting all in-person except for Old Crow and Keno.

RPAY tackled a number of special projects over the past year. There were a couple of “must-do” projects that added to our 
workload; we renewed our strategic plan and updated our Bylaws in accordance with the new Yukon Societies Act. Other 
projects were more inspiring! In April 2023, about 100 Yukoners joined us at the Transportation Museum to celebrate 
RPAY’s 30th anniversary.  During the event, we showed the premiere of The Recreation Effect, a film produced by 
Midnight Light that showcases several of RPAY’s programs and the benefits of recreation.

Pandemic Impacts on Rural Recreation was one of our bigger projects. With financial support from the Government of Yukon 
Office of the Science Advisor, and team lead Caroline Sparks, we partnered on research with a team from the World Leisure 
Centre of Excellence at Vancouver Island University. Our research findings point to what we have known all along; less 
structured, less organized recreation that takes place outdoors is more resilient and contributes to stronger, healthier 
communities during challenging times. 

I am so proud of the many people who work and volunteer in recreation and parks and who make our territory a better 
place to live. In 2022, we presented the well-deserved RPAY Recognition Award to Cathie Findlay-Brook and Alex Brook 
(Dawson City) as well as to Alyshia Van Kannel (Teacher), Heather, Emilia, Katrina, Nossa, Dominic, Ariya, Gavin, Makelia, 
Grayson, Sophia, and Tyran (Grade 3 students) at Johnson Elementary School (Watson Lake). And, over the past year, we 
awarded 10 leaders their Certificate in Northern Recreation Leadership and another 5, their Certificate in Northern 
Recreation Management (leaders from Faro, Teslin and Whitehorse).

At RPAY, we are grateful for our volunteers and supportive partnerships. We have a dedicated board of                
individuals from across the territory who provide guidance to our organization. And, we know we can 
rely on our partners, especially Yukon Government’s Sport and Recreation Branch for their                                      
continued encouragement and financial support for the work we do. 
Together, we foster a territory that is active and healthy through recreation and parks.



Annual Highlights

Special Projects

Haines Junction; 9%

Faro; 6%

Carmacks; 4%

Mayo; 4%

Pelly Crossing; 4%

Beaver Creek; 3%

Teslin; 3%

Mount Lorne; 3%
Tagish; 3%

Watson Lake; 3%
Carcross; 2%

Ross River; 2%Destruction Bay; 1%

Marsh Lake; 1%

Whitehorse; 29%

Online; 14%

Dawson City; 9%

…and delivered programs in:

Cycle Smart, 28

Active Playground 
Experiences, 8

WAFL Loans and Events, 
40

RHEAL Leader contracts, 
30

Training events, 24

This year, we focused on…



Rural Healthy Eating Active Living Program

RHEAL Leader programs offer activities that are of interest to,
and led by, each community.



Winter Active for Life 
Program & Equipment Library

Students really loved 
learning to ski, getting 

outdoor, and doing something 
physical. There was lots of 

laughter and they were 
proud of their development.



APE - Active Play Experiences

Cycle Smart Delivered by Terra Riders in 
partnership with RPAY 



Recreation Leadership



RPAY values the support of leaders, communities, recreation authorities, schools, Yukon First Nations,
governments and non-profit organizations across the Yukon, the North and nationally.
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Health Promotion Unit (YG)
Kicksled Revolution
Klondike Active Trails and 
Transportation Society 
Kwanlin Dun First Nation 
Recreation Department 
Learning Disabilities Association 
of the Yukon
Lifesaving Society
Local Authorities for Recreation 
Lotteries Yukon 
Municipalities and unincorporated 
communities
National Trails Coalition
NWT Recreation and Parks 
Association
Office of the Science Advisor (YG)
ParticipACTION
Physical Literacy Education 
Coordinator for Yukon Schools
Play Systems North

Public Health Agency of Canada
Recreation and Parks Association of 
Nunavut
Recreation Departments and staff
Recreation North partners
Sean Healy 
Sport and Recreation Branch (YG)
Sport Yukon
Terra Riders
U Kon Echelon
Vancouver Island University (VIU)
Whitehorse Cross Country Ski Club
World Leisure Centre of Excellence
Yukon Schools
Yukon University
Yukon First Nations 
Yukon Literacy Coalition
Yukon Parks
Yukon Volunteer Bureau

Active Living Alliance for 
Canadians with a Disability
Arctic Inspiration Prize
Association of Yukon Communities
BC Coastal Health
Bringing Youth Towards Equality
Canadian Parks and Recreation 
Association
Canadian Playground Safety 
Institute
Canadian Trails Federation 
City of Whitehorse - Canada 
Games Centre
Coast Mountain Sports
Communities Building Youth 
Futures
Cycling Association Yukon
ElderActive Recreation Association 
Fireweed Community Market 
Society
Grant Dunham
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We deliver our programs across the Yukon based out of our office on the traditional territories of 
Kwanlin Dün First Nation and  Ta’an Kwäch’än Council.
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